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ASH WEDNESDAY 

March 9, 2011 
7:30 p.m. 

PRELUDE                                                                                                                        William Albright 
Chorale Partita on If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee 

Chorale and Variation 4. Andante 
                                 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
We pray, not to request God’s presence, but to call ourselves into it. Sustaining peace, 
wisdom, and holy silence are nearer than breath. 

One: We enter the place of God quietly. 
All: Our hearts are quiet. 

One: We seek the presence of God. 
All: Our hearts are searching. 

One: We open our lives to God. 
All: Our hearts are open. 

One: We find the love of God. 
All: Our hearts are full. 

One: We have come to worship God. 
All: All glory, praise and honor be to God. Amen. 
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*HYMN                Come and Find the Quiet Center                 BEACH SPRING 
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*Prayer of Unburdening 
 
Voice 1: We gather in reverence for what is holy this day, bringing many names for the 
Holy. 
 
Voice 2: From our common journey, we join as one community, one body of 
people, standing on the side of love. 
 
All Singing: 

 
 
Voice 1: God, help us to see you among us: the weary, the sick, the heartbroken, the 
joyful, the light of heart, the brave — one people in one circle of life, moved by the 
same spark. 
 
Voice 2: We give thanks for this call, O Love, Our Source, though it is not always 
easy. We arrive in this space with many private burdens, with secrets and regrets. 
We are in need of forgiveness. We yearn for new beginnings. 
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All Singing: 

 
 
Voice 1: A greater spirit, a bigger story, a more generous song moves in this place; one 
in which our world may be reborn again because the Sacred dwells among us and 
blesses our yearning for wholeness. 
 
Voice 2: May our journeys always be life-­‐affirming. In all the ways we know You 
— as God, as Truth, as Love, as Christ — let our stories, our journeys, and our 
mutual ministries always be in your name. 
 
All Singing: 

 
 

6 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
SCRIPTURES: Psalm 51; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

 
ANTHEM                Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days           Claudia Hernaman 

The Chancel Choir 
 

SERMON    “Ashes and Dust”   
         
INVITATION TO A LENTEN DISCIPLINE  
 
PRESENTATION OF ASHES 
 From the branches of last year’s palms, 

From the echos of last year’s Hosannas, 
From the brittleness of last year’s good intentions, 
Come the ashes of repentance. 

 
Holy God, 
Bless these ashes and the prayers contained in them. 
Bless us and the paths we journey. 
Bless the treasures we discover.  
In ashes of old ways, new life is born. 

 
THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Please come forward to receive the ashes.   
After receiving the ashes, please return to your seat. 

 
MUSIC DURING IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Erbarm’ Dich Mein, O Herre Gott           J. S. Bach                                                                       
(Have Pity, O Lord God, on Me)                         

  
HYMN OF GOING FORTH #539  Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant? SERVANT SONG  
 
BENEDICTION 
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CHORAL POSTLUDE     Sicut Cervus       G. P. da Palestrina          

The Chancel Choir 
 

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fonts aquarum 
ita desiderat anima mea ad te, Deus 

. 
As the hart desires the water brooks, 
So longs my soul for Thee, O God. 
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Christ Congregational Church, UCC is an inclusive, questing community 
of faith seeking to embody Jesus Christ  by doing justice,  loving kindness  
and walking humbly with God. 
 
At CCC, we honor and celebrate people of all races, cultures, ages, 
abilities, sexual orientations and gender identity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 
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The Church Office is open 9:00-3:30 Monday through Friday. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew Braddock, Senior Minister, Ext 223, matt@cccsilverspring.org 
Amy L. Lewis. Minister for Adults, Ext 226, amy@cccsilverspring.org 

Nae Pearson, Director of Music, Ext 224, nae@cccsilverspring.org 
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Kristen Brown, Administrator for Youth Ministry, brown.jk@verizon.net   

Stephanie Peterson, Administrator for Church School, sjpgab@verizon.net  
Stephanie Helsing, Coordinator for Camping Ministry, nizwa328@rcn.com    

The Rev. James A. Todhunter, Minister Emeritus 
 


