NewsNces

“Now thank we all our God with heart and hands aoides!” It is that time of year when the calenthaites us
to pause and give thanks for the many blessingenjey. Soon we will gather at the table of bounteou
seasonal delights knowing we will be nourished ninysthe presence of family and friends who joinlaghis
calendared season where we celebrate enduranseiiashl, circumstances headlined in the news rdrasof
the many opportunities we have to build a world rehtihe availability of housing and employment i ao
guestion, but a given. May wisdom and gratitudelguis in the days ahead.

As you are fully aware, Christ Congregational Chure immersed in the season of “in-between”. We are
celebrating what was in joyful anticipation of wivaitl be. Transition and loss have offered us tkeasion to
appreciate the gifts each person brings to the evhdbur ministry is grounded in mission, music daidh
formation all with the intention of making the word place where people of all walks of life migimdf hope
and hospitality. As we continue to gather arouridemto discern the direction of future ministrydastaffing,
may our faith and God’s grace deepen our resolbe tihe Church in all ways.

Each of you is a blessing and | am most gratefulife opportunity to serve amongst you.
Rev. Susan A. Henderson

The 8" grade youth group had a CORNY time on Octobét 28/e ate pizza at church, where we told “corny”
jokes (what has ears but can’t hear? A field ohgorWe traveled to a CORN MAZE at Highland Farm in
Silver Spring, where our group dazzled itself (werevthe only ones there) by how well we answeredribk
guestions and ran through the maze...in way less tii@e the Farm’s estimated time. Tienne Mohs ad h
dad won first prize by guessing closest (45 minutesow long it would take us to get out (only @Enutes!)
The prize was a ghoulish skeleton face with worms @disgusting things inside. A good time was hadlh

We need a parent organizer for our next event far 8" graders. Please contact Kristen Brown at
brown.jk@comcast.netMelissa Milkie, Aaron’s mom and coordinator of first 5" grade event

For many years Shaw Community Ministry, with théphef members of Potomac Association congregations,
has provided as many as 150 Thanksgiving baskatsstdents of Lincoln-Westmoreland Housing' éhd R
Sts., NW) and the surrounding neighborhood. Tha yleecause of facility renovations and staff clesn&CM

is asking for contributions to be used for supeketmift cards. The cards, generally for $50, vié
distributed to families and individuals for the pliase of turkeys and other holiday foodstuffsyadf would

like to contribute to this project, please sendheck made payable to the Ministry to Anne WeissempGCC'’s
representative on the SCM Board of Directors, &10Raynor Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901. The tirad

for purchasing gift cards will be Nov. 21. Any aumb will be very welcome. Thanks!
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Shortly after Interim Senior Minister Rev. SusamHerson arrived in October 2007, she enumerated
the Five Tasks of Interim Ministry to the CCC Extee Council. Those five tasks include: 1)
Coming to terms with our history, 2) Discoveringew identity, 3) Leadership changes, 4) Renewing
denominational linkages and 5) Commitment to nesealions in ministry. Over a series of News
Notes articles, | will outline the five tasks inres of what they involve and where CCC is in the
process of completing them.

Coming to terms with our history means putting the tenure of the former senior sténiand past
congregational behavior in perspective, acknowleglgihe past and accepting its blessings and
challenges and deciding what is important and wdrtle to carry forward into the future. Having safe
places for church members to express feelings andrfeving and accepting is necessary to move
forward. This fall/winter there will be opportui@s for small groups to share stories and feelings
about previous pastoral loss and mistrust withftwais on healing and reconciliation. On Sunday,
October 18 we honored and remembered the late Rev. Joey Nabieistry with us as we marked
the 1¢" anniversary of her death. On Octobel’2®8e celebrated the life and music of Al Neumann
who passed away earlier this month. Al was CCCganist and choir director from 1958-1994. On
December ¥ we will celebrate the éhBirthday of CCC by giving thanks for all our preus
ministers and their gifts of ministry and leadepshi Our history is rich.

Discovering a new identityinvolves separating the church’s identity from thiener senior minister’s
personality and style, and discerning who we ang and who we want to be in the future in relation
to our overall mission, vision and style of churahistry.

A CCC Covenant Committee is examining our coverard is seeking input at meetings. At two
working retreats, the Executive Council has focusedthe Church’s vision, style of ministry,
programs, strategic goals and is now creativelkilupat effective staffing patterns for the futu®ee

a related article in the October issue Néws Note$ This is an optimal time for members to
energetically decide where to best serve with tti@ie and talent in the life and ministry of CCC.

Please attend one of t@CC Town Hall meetings following the 9 and 10:30 a.m. services on
November 18 to learn more about staffing plans and otherdtiites as we continue through the Five
Tasks of Interim Ministry and this transition timeDther topics will include anti-racism initiatizethe
Planned Giving survey, and plans for the Retreaiddo For more information before the meeting
about the work of the Retreat House Task Force tlse€CCC web site or pick up an informational
sheet on the bulletin board. Exciting possibiitier the Retreat House are being explored as éemas
plan is being developed and work is begun with iggctural firms on preliminary sketches and cost
estimates. The Town Hall meeting will be heldhe Meeting Room (Room 108) following the 9 a.m.
service and in the sanctuary following the 10:30.aervice. Child care will be provided.

Blessings, Trish Esposito, Moderator
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Did you know that CCC is & for 5congregatior? We participate in each of the four major offgan
of the United Church of Christ — Neighbors in Ne€lde Christmas Fund, One Great Hour of Sharing, and
Strengthen the Church. We also annually contriiGtpercent of our Unified Budget to Our Church’slé/
Mission (OCWM). For this commitment we are recagui as &ilver Covenant Keeperongregation of the
UCC.

Our Church’s Wider Missionis the name used to describe the work of the UG the local
church — through conferences, national ministaes, UCC-related institutions. By contributing 1€rgent of
our Unified Budget, CCC helps to make this broadimsion possible.

Neighbors in Needs a special mission offering of the UCC that suppministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States. One-tiithe funds support the Council for American ardi
Ministry, to provide Christian ministry and witnetssAmerican Indians and to the wider church. €hame
twenty UCC congregations on reservations and opanymulti-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis,
Minnesota supported by the Council. Two-thirdshaf Neighbors in Need offering support UCC's Jestind
Witness Ministrics to fund justice initiatives, ambacy efforts, and direct projects.

The Christmas Fundsupports the needs of low-income, retired clergy their widowed spouses. It
also supplies emergency assistance and helps émmersion and health benefit supplements for tetikergy
and lay persons.

One Great Hour of Sharings the relief, refugee, and development fund of the
UCC, usually received during Lent.

Strengthen the Churclgrows UCC's future by funding new church starts and
invigorating existing congregations, nurturing kyd pastoral leadership, building
youth and young adult ministries, and supportirgg@od is Stillspeaking Ministry and
its extravagant welcome for all within the UCC.ft&are directed to activities and
programs of our local conference and the UCC’sonati ministries.
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From the most recent meeting of the Board of Desictwio actions are particularly worth highlightirgone a
broadening change in worship and another, our oggpresence in the wider UCC community, as CCC
member Jane von Maltzahn was approved for the misnt process leading to ordination.

Prayers of the People

During the current transition time and as we mdweugh the search process, the deacons are offarning
opportunity for the congregation to share a greptat of each Sunday’s worship service. In the3Q&m
service, we will shift from the presefastoral Prayerto a Prayer of the Peopland have it offered by a
different member of the congregation each weeke fitayer will be given from the floor at the lecteside of
the sanctuary — no climbing of stairs necessarkimgéat accessible to everyone. Initially, Rev.nderson will
help each person to make it as straightforwardcameplete as possible. As time goes by, many iliitoved
to prepare and offer his or her own pray@fe look forward to hearing from those of you who wsh to offer
this prayer some Sunday — please be in touch with &ble Elliott or Aldene Ault, co-chairs of the Boardof
Deacons. The time is now — please join us in leadiworship by making your interest known.

Candidate in Discernment

Ordination in the UCC is an action of the local é@ation, in our case the Potomac Association, @icg to
specific procedures and standards. We are pléehae@CC member, Jane von Maltzahn. has askedtGGE
her home church as she continues on her journaycttled ministry. The Deacons’ Discernment Corteaiis
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part of this review process and has worked witre Jan a few months. At the most recent Deacon’sting,
that committee recommended that the Board, on befidlCC, nominate Jane for the official discernten
process — formerly “In Care Status” — beginningsaen as possible. She was unanimously approved, wi
thanksgiving. The Potomac Association will now ibeds official oversight of the process, which thsa
minimum of a year and typically concludes with d ta a ministry and the associated processesudiing
ordination.

We celebrate Jane’s movement along this path angraud to have her among us. She joins Nae Rearso
the journey and follows recently ordained minist&sv. Ellen Jennings and Rev. Vicki Kemper, bdtivioom
were In Care with CCC. We also rejoice in the klenlge that at least four other persons in our tsiiri
community are looking at called ministry in the UCGSarah Anders has already begun meeting with the
Discernment Committee. We rejoice in this impotigift and service and look toward further stegmgleach
individual’s path.
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For many of us, the months of September througlre®éer are filled with beginning, empowering, schied
and maintaining rigorous and fast-paced lifestyjebs, children, personal agendas, all call us udtipie
directions with a mandate of "multi-tasking" at kVels. While nature offers us its grandest sipberwhile
diminishing and resting; most of the time, our ifieg$ of diminishment and exhaustion are seldonmslide
The season of Advent can speak a word to thiss "taking a breath" time. It is a time of waitimgassurance
of that which is to come. This year during Advedlrist Congregational Church will offer three camplative
prayer and quiet meditation opportunities each wedklditionally, two of the sessions each week \bidi
accompanied with the option of a shared meal asclidsion around a seasonal topic. Gordon Forizedlae
Pearson will be the conveners and leaders. Thedstes for the sessions are as follows. We iryote for
some quiet and mediation, with prayer and contetigplan an otherwise busy season.
Sunday evening session®ov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14, and Dec. 21)
6:00 p.m. Brown bag meal #{@ryour own meal, beverages provided)
6:15 p.m. Open forum discassaround selected topic
7:00 — 7:45 p.m. Contemplativorship/music/prayer in the Chancel
Wednesday noon sessior{®ec. 3, Dec. 10, and Dec. 17)
12:00 noon-12:45 p.m. Contemplative worshiyic/prayer in the Chancel
12:45 p.m Brown bag meal and open forumudision
(Bring your own meal, beveragesvjaled)
Wednesday evening sessiolfPec. 3, Dec. 10, and Dec. 17)
7:30-8:15 p.m. Contemplative worstipsic/prayer in the Chancel
There will be no meal or dissios at the Wednesday evening session.
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The Music Ministry of Christ Congregational Chunefil offer the celebrated and well knovwiany Moods of
Christmasthis year on December 21, 2008 at the 9:00 a.m14r@D a.m. worship services. These collections
of traditional and familiar carols will be sung the Chancel Choir, Cantate! (Youth Ensemble) ardChapel
Choir (grades 2-6). This is a wonderful opportymit engage our intergenerational talent and ty fidlebrate
the joy of the Christmas season with music. Qum €CC instrumentalists will join forces with a fgssional
brass ensemble, organ, percussion and timpanictmgany this exuberant arrangement of carols.

Want to be a part of the choir or orchestra? lddreiv! Many folks comment that they would likeb® a part

of the choir or orchestra for a special occasiant, fot necessarily sing or play all year long, Metbat
opportunity.

For singers you may join us on Thursday evenings from 7:38.until 8:30 p.m. when a part of our regular
rehearsal time will be devoted entirely to this i€imas music.

For instrumentalists, Orchestral parts are ready to be mailed to yongaleith a complete rehearsal schedule.
We have parts for woodwinds, strings, and braggou are interested in joining us, please conied Pearson
in the music office at 301-585-8010, ext. 224. Yoay also email Nae &tolymusic@comcast.net

CCC youth will be assembling care packages forpsaaverseas through the USO, at Ft. Belvoir, onr8ay,
December 6,eaving CCC at 8 AM and returning at 4 PM. Anw#fo13 and up can participate, and we need
one adult chaperone for every four youth. All yoaind adults are welcome, even if you are not alaeg
participant in the youth group. Please contactaS#Watson if you are interested in joining us,
saradwatson@aol.com
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Christ Congregational Church
9525 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 2090!
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CHRIST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC

Phone:
301-585-8010

Email:
cccoffice@christ-ucc.org
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At CCC, we honor and celebrate
people of all races, cultures, ages,
abilities, sexual orientation, and
gender identity.

www.christ-ucc.org




